
 

 

 

         Law enforcement secure and investigate the aftermath of an active shooter on the Centennial Bridge. 

The shooter was stopped by a Ft. Leavenworth solider using his truck to strike and incapacitate the 

aggressor. Phot credit CNN. 

ANALYZE IT 
Platte County, Missouri 

EVENT INFORMATION 

The quick actions of an Army 

solider stationed at ft. 

Leavenworth saved multiple lives. 

An active shooter opened fire on 

vehicles and passengers as traffic 

was slowed due to construction 

on the Centennial Bridge.  

 

The solider used his truck to strike 

the active shooter, pinning him 

under the vehicle and 

incapacitating his ability to attack 

innocent people. 
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ANALITICAL NOTES 

-The solider stated he quickly 

assessed his situation for determining 

his actions. 

 

-The act shooter stepped out of his 

vehicle on the bridge and began 

firing at vehicles and passengers. 

 

-The construction conditions on the 

bridge may have allowed for “easy 

target acquisition”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAINING POINT 

Critical events often occur when least expected. The attack on this 

bridge presented a unique opportunity for the shooter to conduct an 

attack on the innocent due to the slowed, stopped, and single lane 

traffic pattern. Attacks can happen ANYWHERE, particularly if the 

environment is “set up” for the attack to be more successful in the eyes 

of the aggressor. 

SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

The hero soldier made an important statement, “I assessed the situation 

very quickly, looked around and took the only action possible that I felt 

I could take”. To make situational awareness effective, you must 

practice in times of non-emergency. Repetition in critical thinking and 

analyzing potential situations, shortens the reaction time for 

determining action steps. 

PUTTING THINGS INTO PRACTICE 

Three components to use in your everyday life, which will help prepare 

you for timely reactions to critical incidents. Form good situational 

awareness habits by encompassing repetitive thinking drills. 
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