
  

 

 

         Two citizens hold off the attacker using an ornamental 5-foot tusk while the other sprayed a fire 

extinguisher. Photo credit: Evening Standard 

ANALYZE IT 
London, England 

EVENT INFORMATION 

An attacker known to police to 

have Islamic extremist ties, attacked 

bystanders on the London Bridge 

using to knives taped to his hands. 

Two were killed and three injured 

during the attack. The jihadist was 

detained by two citizens 

coordinating their efforts using a 5-

foot long ornamental tusk and fire 

extinguisher. 

 

CONTACT APB 

PHONE: 

1.833.APB.SAFE 

 

WEBSITE: 

apbconsultingsolutions.com 

 

EMAIL: 
Contactus@apbconsultingsolutions.com 

ANALITICAL NOTES 

- Attacker taped the knives to his 

hands. 

- The jihadist wore a fake suicide 

vest. 

- He was known to police as 

having ties to Islamic extremists. 

- The two citizens coordinated 
their defense against the 

attacker. 

- Simple tools were used for 

defensive measures against a 

knife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAINING POINT 

Coordination between two or more individuals forced to fight through 

an attack creates a higher probability of survival. Quick and decisive 

thinking while assessing nearby items for defensive use could be the 

difference between stopping a threat and becoming a victim. 

Organized defensive efforts are based on planning, though the plan 

may be short and swift, it places everyone involved on the same page 

with defined roles. A swarming defense or counter is based on chance 

and lower likelihoods of success. It also demonstrates little to no defined 

roles for those engaging the active aggressor. Brief pivotal planning is 

better than no plan at all. Fighting the attacker is the last resort but 

must be considered as you and the team evaluate your next actions. 

SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

Quick and coordinated planning needs to be based on the weapon 
used by the active aggressor. For instance, a knife attack allows for 

more time to fight the attacker with improvised weapons to buy time, 

gain distance, and isolate their movement. A firearm, however, only 

allows for a specific distance to be used in defense of the gun. Very 

little time for first defensive reactions to the attacker can be gained to 

result in escalated force for stopping the shooting. If the weapon is 

unknown, the teams plan must be quick, using surprise, and force 

which neutralizes the attack. 

COORDINATED PLANNING FOR DEFENSE 

1. Estimate your time for planning (i.e. using the APB 2 minute to 

30 second drill). 

2. Gather weapons which are mobile, sustainable, and can be 

used in high volume. 

3. Plan based on your current environment (hiding spot, 

office/class room, bathroom, etc.). 

4. Define everyone’s role. 

5. Be strategic when you attack the active aggressor: 

-  -Control the weapon. 

-  -Control the body. 

-  -Isolate the attacker's movement. 

 

 

CALL TO ACTION 

         Contact APB to schedule “SURVIVING YOUR ENVIRONMENT” training.  

mailto:Contactus@apbconsultingsolutions.com

