
 

 
 

Police vehicles outside the strip mall where Savo Technical College is located. 
Photo credit: Helsinki Times/Jaakko Vesterinen 

ANALYZE IT 
Kuopio, Eastern Finland 

EVENT INFORMATION 

An adult student entered the 
classroom pulling a sword out of his 
bag and beginning an attack against 

the teacher and students.  In addition 
to the sword, he was armed with a 
firearm. Police arrived opening fire and 
wounding him.  He was taken into 

custody. One person died as a result of 
their wound(s). 

 

CONTACT APB 

PHONE: 

1.833.APB.SAFE 
 
WEBSITE: 

apbconsultingsolutions.com 
 
EMAIL: 
Contactus@apbconsultingsolutions.com 

 

ANALITICAL NOTES 

•The attacker was a student of the 

school. 
 
•Concealed the sword in his bag. 

 
•The attacker had no criminal record 

 
•Used the sword during the attack 

rather than his firearm. 

 
•Small “firebombs” were set off by the 

attacker but were extinguished by 
first responders. 

 
•A cache of firebombs were in the 

attacker’s apartment. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TRAINING POINT 

The abilities associated to rapid response in a crisis are directly 

connected to a mindset geared towards mental awareness and 
practice. Planning for an emergency, in your mind, is like an athlete 
visualizing their performance. This practice is not defined as paranoia, 
but rather an important step to a faster reaction time during a hostile 

event.  

ORGANIZATIONAL SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

Consider eliminating concealable methods of hiding a weapon, such 
as a bag or back packs from the workspace or classroom. The possibility 
does still exist of concealment techniques under clothing, by removing 
baggage items from the area you have potentially eliminated the 

attacker’s ability to hide a larger weapon. 

SELF PROTECTION 

1. Acquire training in situational awareness and mental 

preparation drills centered around survivability. 
2. Mentally practice your response to an emergency. 
3. Utilize items around you as a weapon which are capable of 

quick and devastating result for stopping an attacker if you are 
forced to fight. 

STATISTICAL DATA FOR KNIVES USED IN HOMICIDES INSIDE 

THE US- 2018  
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